o o Imperial Sovereign of the Pervasive Abyss ( I ##7 #
Orlgln Of the Whammy GOd Duhng-yin Dai-gwan ) in the water realm."
or

(Origin of the Heavenly Lord of Supreme Oneness and
Salvation from Misery)

The Whammy God ( KZKGE R Tuai-yut Gau-fii Tin-jyin ) is
also called the 'Heavenly Lord of Salvation from Misery in
Response to Cries for Help' ( & 8% K& Chahm-séng Gau-
fit Tin-jyan ) and the 'Heavenly Lord of Salvation from
Misery of the Ten Directions" ( T /¥ K& Sahp-fong Gau-
fit Tin-jyun ). According to the Canon of Protection and
Salvation from Misery by Supreme Oneness ( K—3% & ¥
& Taai-yat Wuh-san Gau-fii Ging ), the Heavenly Lord of
Supreme Oneness and Salvation from Misery is the Great
Benevolent One of the Heavenly Court's Eastern World of
Eternal Happiness ( & 77 &R &R Ding-fong Chéuhng-lohk Sai-
gaai ). He appears everywhere, in the Heavenly Palace ( X
% Tin Ging ), in the human world, and in hell, among
devils as the powerful governor. The Heavenly Lord of
Supreme Oneness and Salvation from Misery can
transform in response to the kinds of subjects to be
saved, into immortal lads and jade maidens, imperial
sovereigns and saints, heavenly lords and perfected ones,
diamond warriors and divine kings, devil kings and
powerful guardians, celestial masters and Taoists, imperial
men and venerable sovereigns, heavenly heelers and
officials, men and women, civil and military officials,
teachers of law and of meditation, masters of wind and of
rain. He is all-powerful. "This sage is called the Supreme
Oneness Spirit of Blessings ( IX—4&# Taai Yat Fitk Sahn ) in
Heaven, the Great Benevolent One ( KZ&1=# Daaih-chih
Yahn-jé ) in the world, the Imperial Sovereign of Sunshine (
H¥EE Yaht-yiuh Dai-gwan ) in hell, the Brilliant Lion King (
¥FBAE Siji Mihng-wohng ) among heretics, and the




Functions and Temple Worship

According to the Supreme Appeal of the Three Grottoes (

K EZV0ZR Tagi-seuhng Saam Duhng Biu-mahn ), there are
nine Heavenly Lords:

1) KZ*&%%% the Heavenly Lord of

Supreme

from Misery is the first and chief among them. His role is
"to save sentient beings with highest holiness and
benevolence, extreme kindness and love, by riding the
immortal cart of nine masters and shining forth the
auspicious lights of the hundred treasures." According to
legends, a man in distress need only recite the name of
the Heavenly Lord of Supreme Oneness and Salvation
from Misery, and he will get help and relief in response to

Taai yut Gau fii Tin jyiin Oneness and Salvation from his cry for help. As for those who have accumulated

Misery

2) +ﬁ*&%3§§y the Heavenly Lord of

Salvation from

Sahp fong Gau fii Tin jyiin Misery in the Ten Directions
[mm|
3) ﬂ[ﬂﬁ&fﬂlﬁ%% the Heavenly Lord Who Saves
Gdu yau Douh jeuih Tin jyiin Sinners from the Ninth Hell
o an
4) %Bﬁﬁﬁﬁi% the Heavenly Lord of
Salvation from Jyii-lihng Douh-mihng Tin-jyanthe

Jyii-lihng Star

J(ﬁi%f—%; the Heavenly Lord of Elixirs

Reﬁned Fo-lihn Daan-gaai Tin-jyin ) by Fire

6) /f%‘j(r%% the Heavenly Lord of the

Great Faar-kiuh Daaih-douh Tin-jyan ~ Bridge of Salvation

7) (ﬁf#ﬂ ’fJC%' 3%5%; the Heavenly Lord of the

Golden . Gam kyut Fa-san Tin-jyiin Palace
Avatar

8) IHIETRLERKE  the Heavenly Lord of

Unfettered Siu-yiuh Faai-lohk Tin-jyiin Bliss and

merits perfectly, the Heavenly Lord of Supreme Oneness
and Salvation from Misery will descend on his immortal
cart of nine masters and, shining forth the auspicious
lights of the hundred treasures, lead them to ascend to
Immortality.

Daoist temples generally have a Hall of Supreme
Oneness ( KB Taai-yut Dihn ) where a sculpture or image
of the Heavenly Lord of Supreme Oneness is worshipped.
He always appears as a Heavenly Lord riding on a lion.
Only on the Festivals of the Three Origins, or during Yellow
Register Rituals of Salvation, is the Whammy God
worshipped. Since the Sung and Yuan dynasties, many
Taoist rituals take the Whammy God as the major divinity,
such as the Precious Repentance for Salvation from the
Blood Lake Hell Told by the Heavenly Lord of Supreme
Oneness and Salvation from Misery ( (KR RE 343
J5£ I TA 5 k) Taai-yut Gau-fu Tin-jyin Syut Buht-douh Hyut-with
Bou-chaam ), Refinement and Salvation of the Numinous
Treasure ( (EFME) Lihng-bou Lihn-douh ), and the
Lantern Ritual for Salvation from the Ninth Hell ( (JLE4%&
&)  Gdu Yau Dang-yih ). In such rituals, besides guiding the
sentient beings, the my God is also in charge of Refining
the souls of the dead with water and fire, purifying the

=2 XY > . - .
f% £y . J%i% the Heavenly Lord of PreciousBlood Lake Hell, saving the souls of sinners from hell, and

Bou wah Yihn-mithn Tin-jyiin Glorious Perfection.

The Heavenly Lord of Supreme Oneness and Salvation

SO on.
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